Severe colonic dysplasia in a child with familial adenomatous polyposis.
Familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP), is a genetic premalignant condition which, if untreated, will ultimately manifest with the development of colorectal carcinoma. It is a disease of young adulthood. Rectal and colonic polyps are seldom seen before 10 years of age. Screening of clinically asymptomatic relatives thus generally starts during the teenage years. Carcinoma of the colon is exceedingly rare in children with FAP. While all adult patients should be surgically treated before the appearance of any carcinoma, early detection of dysplasia is paramount. The present case history relates to an 8-year-old boy with FAP who was found to have a significant degree of dysplasia in a polyp. This case remains the exception and a uniform approach to the screening and treatment of patients with FAP is still encouraged.